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never discovered who had been concerned in the attack. I
heard enough to know that it was instigated by the Rani, but
not enough to bring the charge home to her.

For some time afterwards I had a sentry in the verandah of
the house while I slept, until, by the advice of my friend the
Mong Raja, I turned my bedroom -into a holy place, where
deeds of blood were impossible, by enshrining there a fine image
of Buddha with which he presented me. This sacred object
I set up on a pedestal, and under its protection I slept for the
future in safety.

It was by invitation of the Mong Raja that I had visited the
Maha-muni fair, which was a remarkable gathering of its sort,
both on religious and social grounds, showing the hill folk in
a favourable light. The temple or shrine of Gautama Buddha
was built on neutral ground, at a place midway between the
hills and plains. At the annual festival thither flocked the
hill folk to worship, and crowds of Bengali shopkeepers, with
keen eyes to business, came to dispose of such wares as were
sure to attract the fancy of the simple natives%

I arrived the day before the gathering and pitched my tent
in a mango-grove. The temple hard by was a square, domed,
whitewashed building, with a door on each side, opening on to
a corridor, which ran round the entire building. In the centre
was a dark domed chamber, in which was set up a gigantic gilt
image of Gautama, full forty feet high, in a sitting posture,
Before the image burned a row of small oil lamps, and close by
was a frame of bells; these were jangled by any intending
worshipper, to give notice to the image of his presence and
devotional intent.

The Bengali traders arrived the night before the festival, and
hastily erected small booths of bamboo matting, where early in
the morning they spread out their wares. Sweetmeat seEers
were there, as at all fairs in all countries ; stalls of copper and,
brass-work; shops for the sale of flaring cloths and bright-
coloured kerchiefs of cheap cotton and silk fabric;
jewellery; pan, betel-nut, and tobacco, and everything Ifl
5 the hill folk, were spread out in tempting abun

us arrived generally by villages, each communilf ;|
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